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Samuel Zemurray
(1877-1961)
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But Zemurray also used his power to save thousands of lives - especially Jewish ones. He
convinced the Dominican Republic dictator Rafael Trujillo to allow in some 5,000 Jewish
refugees escaping Nazi Europe. He paid for dozens of ships to help Jews in D.P. camps after
the war break the British blockade, which barred Jews from entering Palestine. And when
the initial vote to create the Jewish state failed at the United Nations in 1948 - but was
close enough to allow for a re-vote within 72 hours - Zemurray went to work.

From his mansion in New Orleans (later donated to Tulane, and now the university
president’s house), he called several Latin American leaders and got enough of them

to switch their votes. “Knowing about the work of Zemurray,” Cohen writes in his book,
“certain yes votes that might otherwise seem mysterious - Costa Rica, Guatemala,
Ecuador, Panama - suddenly makes perfect sense. Behind them, behind the creation of the
Jewish state, was the Gringo pushing his cart piled high with stinking bananas.”
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Even the most charmed lives eventually crash against something they can’t manipulate.
Sam lost his son, a fighter pilot, during the opening battles of the Second World War.

It changed him. He became determined to help create the Israeli state and he used his
incredible pull and power in Latin America to change votes that were crucial to the United
Nations vote that established the Jewish state. He worked directly with Ze’ev Schind, who
took command of the Mossad in 1947, by helping him secure the ships and visas Schind
needed to smuggle almost 40,000 Holocaust survivors out of Europe and into Palestine.
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