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Regarding Arazi, in retrospect, I must have looked, to him, like a 14 year old at the
time and Pinchas, who came with me, did not look much older. He gave us very little
information and relied on the Captain to handle the paperwork and communication
with Algerian authorities. As I had succeeded in showing the Mossad the merit of
radio silence, I felt Arazi did not need us at all, until things started unraveling. After
the anti-aircraft weapons were loaded, our departure was delayed by the Harbor
Master, and the Captain rold us of rumors on the dock about our destination.

I ordered the Captain to build up steam and prepare to cut the lines. When he insisted
on getting permission to depart and more coal, [ let him know I was armed and meant
business. The lines were cut, and I ordered full speed North into international
waters. After I was reasonably certain we were not immediately pursued and were
out of easy detection range, we reduced speed to conserve coal and the Captain and
I calculated we could reach Tel-Aviv without loading more coal.




