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U.S.CHARGES 7
WITH SMUGGLING
ARMS TO ISRAEL

Los Angeles, Sept. 30 (#)—The
United States attorney’s office an-
nounced today that seven men have
been indicted on charges of smug-
shng approximately 2 million dol-
lars worth of military equip:nent to
Israel during the war between the
Jews und Arabs.

Herschel Cnamplin, assistant]|
1'n:led States attorney, said al
VWilmington, Cal., yacht owner, Le-
land Robert Lewis, 26, furnished
som= of the information on which
the federal grand jury indictments
were based Champlin said Lewis
told of being forced at gunpoint on
Max 30, 1948, to transport 15 tons of
machine guns, machine gun mounts,
ammunition and other equipment on
his vyacht, Idalia,

“They made me sail the cargo
to Acapulco, Mexico, where it was
unloaded and consigned to Palestine
by ship and plane,” Lewis was
quoted.

Champlin said Liie defendants are
charged with conspiring to export
crms 2nd ammunition without a
state department permit. He sawd
those indirted are Henry Bellows,
56. Santa Monica, Cal.,, wriler who
was arrested on his yacht last
night. Lawrence C. Ives, president
of the Western ordnance company.
New York City; Lloyd Rosenblum,
vresider.t of Hays Isham company.
an export-import firm, New York
City; Herman Greenspur, Las Vegas,
Nev,, publicity man; and three sea-
men, A! Elliott, Nat Ratner, and
Jake Fuchs,
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"4) The diversity of accounts on the Idalia incident between Lewis and

Greenspun reminds me of t he. Edch peasha@s e st or

i nci dent through his own eyes. Lewi sbdbs ac

mention of the crew bickering should bring him no comfort . The Abicker:i
was over what should be done with Lewis.

The only other discussion that took place was my prevailing upon Greenspun
that it was not necessary nor should we risk landing the Idalia anywhere in the
U.S. for the omitted food supplies, gasol i ne and compass. Lewi s
almost jumping off the ship and grounding it was ridiculous. The coast from
San Pedro to Tijuana was continuously brilliantly lit up, and it was no problem
whatsoever to stay well outisde of territorial waters and navigate by following
the shore lights.

However, when Lewis decided to cooperate, it was most welcomed, as none
of us were familiar with the sails (only needed until we got gasoline in Mexico,
and it prevented making a decision that we have later regretted).

lregret that you didndét mention Al EIl i s i
Idalia with us. He and | later were at the arsenal outside of Mexico City
checking out the arms that had been purchased".

N-R (-)

80-n nnwa N1 'xaMm

V1IN ,0'71Y DY N'NIA79N Mwa MmNTR' 79 'wRIN 'RIDNN DY 1101 TRamY
JINNXYN NN N9IpNA 78 N7 Imninn 2y "Ny’ nikn 2009-a



