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%RSONAL REFLECTIONS

My own reflections on my time spent of the palestine patrol during

1946 and 1947 are inevitably very contrasting.

The most profound and unforgettable experience I had as a young man
of nineteen vearsuws sy without doubt, coming to terms with the stark
reality of having to help in stopping the exodus of Jews reaching
Palestine from war ravaged Europe. witnessing at first hand the
desperate plight of these people who had somehow survived unspeakable
horror and were simply trying to reach the promised 1and was most
humbling. 1t provoked in me a mixture of emotions ranging from
anger, compassion and embarrassment. anger at seeind such terrible
examples of man's inhumanity to man:. compassion for those who had
survived against all the odds and embarrassment at having to bg
associated with enforcing a policy of denying these people their
right to come home -

I can readily understand and appreciate the instinctive 1oathing and
at that time.

hatred those people must have felt towards Us

I hope, however, that, since that time, they will feel able to forgive
and accept that we were only carrying out orders. 1 have always felt
that, with very few exceptions. the Royal Navy carried out these
operations with due understanding and compassion.

re happler memories., my time spent on palestine patrol

was punctuated by trips to Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Damascus. all truly
memorable experiences. I also recall many nights slowly sailing

down the palestinian Coast in balmy temperatures with the strong scent

of the orange groves pervading the night air.

All in all, my two years tour of duty on this Patrol proved to be very
formative and I shall be forever grateful for the overall penefit of
those experiences.

Turning to mo

21st March 1997
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